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preface

The Chicago Guide to Writing about Multivariate Analysis is intended for people who estimate and present multivariate models, focusing on writing about ordinary least squares (OLS), logistic regression, and related methods such as survival analysis or multilevel
models. Although measures of association are interpreted differently
for probit models, log-linear models, principal components analysis,
and other multivariate statistical methods, many of the other principles and tools described here also apply to these types of analyses.
In addition to covering basic aspects of writing about numbers, this
book shows how to explain why multivariate regression is needed for
your research question and data, and how to present the results effectively to both statistical and nonstatistical (“applied”) audiences.
Although I review some basic concepts about OLS and logistic regression, this book is not a substitute for a statistics textbook or a
course on regression analysis. To take full advantage of this book, you
should have a solid grounding in those methods, ideally including
hands-on experience estimating models and interpreting their output. The Chicago Guide to Writing about Multivariate Analysis can be
used as a companion volume in courses on regression analysis, research methods, or research writing, or as a shelf reference for experienced multivariate analysts who seek to improve their communication about these models and their application. For a study guide with
problem sets and suggested course applications, see http://www
.press.uchicago.edu/books/miller/.
If you write about numbers but do not work with multivariate
analyses, see Miller (2004) for guidance on writing about elementary
statistics and mathematical concepts.

